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CHAPTER III,
INDUCTIONS FROM PARTICULAR OBSERVATIONS.
43. IN the last chapter we surveyed the deductive evi-
dence, from which the conclusion was that Eeflexion neces-
sarily involves Sensibility, but not necessarily any one
particular mode of Sensibility, such as Consciousness, Pain,
Discomfort, Attention, or the reaction of any one of the
special Senses. Although each or all of these modes may be
involved in the sensorial process which, determines a reflex
act, each or all may be absent. Such is the fact of observa-
tion. This fact is interpreted on the hypothesis that Ee-
flexion is the exclusive property of the spinal cord, as
Sensation is of the brain. When we come to examine the
evidence for this hypothesis, we find it to move in a circle :
the brain is said to be the exclusive seat of sensation,
because reflex actions can be effected after its removal; and
reflex actions are said to be insentient because they take
place in the absence of the brain.
A gentleman was one day stoutly asserting that there were
no gold-fields except in Mexico and Peru. A nugget, dug up
in California, was presented to him, as evidence against his
positive assertion. He was not in the least disconcerted.
" This metal, sir, is, I own, extremely like gold; and you tell
me that it passes as such in the market, having been declared
by the assayers to be undistinguishable from the precious
metal. All this I will not dispute. Nevertheless, the metal
is not gold, but aimminium; it cannot be gold, because gold
comes only from Mexico and Peru." In vain was lie in-
formed that the geological formation was similar in California
and Peru, and the metals similar; he had fixed in his mind
the conclusion that gold existed only in Mexico and Peru: